Hookworm disease is an essentially preventive di sease; it is easy to diagnose, easy to cure, and easy to prevent. Yet as it takes many months for the blood to im* prove sufficiently to be reflected in the clinical picture and meanwhile reinfection will be taking place all the time. Administration of iron alone will produce a marked and immediate improvement in health, but this improvement will disappear within a year or so. Thus, the most permanent results will be obtained by the first measure, the most spectacular by the last, whereas in practice the second is the one that is most frequently put into operation.
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